REDD+ and community based forest management
The goal of the project is to support pro‐poor policy
formulation and climate change mitigation within the context
of the UN Collaborative programme on Reducing Emissions
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) in
developing country like Nepal. An inception workshop was
organized by ForestAction in Kathmandu and was participated
by experts from the World Bank, Researchers from Portland
State University (PSU) and experts representing various
organizations in Kathmandu (Link http://www.forestaction.org/
app/webroot/js/tinymce/editor/plugins/filemanager/files/REDD‐
PSU%20inception%20report.pdf). The implementers of the project

involve Portland State University, USA, who will be serving as
the primary consultant for the project and ForestAction Nepal
as the primary in‐country consultant.
ForestAction is
responsible for tasks like ‐ literature review of REDD and other relevant literatures, all field elements of the project, data
management, and will also contribute to the analysis and writing as appropriate.
Link: http://www.forestaction.org/app/webroot/js/tinymce/editor/plugins/filemanager/files/Project%20information.pdf
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Study on regulatory barriers to local
communities in earning their living from
timber

Study on REDD+ conflict
ForestAction in collaboration with RECOFTC conducted a
second phase study on REDD+ and conflict in Nepal. The first
phase study on REDD+ conflict was carried out in May
2011.The main objectives of the current study is to build a
strong understanding of stakeholder and conflict
management within REDD+, with particular focus on local
communities and its implications for conflict occurrence and
management, over forests and land in the country in order
to improve the design and implementation of REDD+.

ForestAction in collaboration with RECOFTC conducted a
study on regulatory barriers to communities and
smallholders attaining their livelihoods from the sale of
timber and timber products in Nepal. This study covers
identification of the fundamental policy, regulatory and
practical constraints during operational plan preparation,
timber harvesting, processing, internal distribution and
selling outside the group. Literature review, case studies
from some Terai districts and expert consultation made up
the findings. The findings of the study are captured in the
form of research report and policy brief which will be made
public in coming months.

Link:http://www.forestaction.org/app/webroot/js/tinymce/editor
/plugins/filemanager/files/ForestAction%20in%20collaboration%2
0with%20RECOFTC%20conducted%20a%20second%20phase%20st
udy%20on%20REDD.pdf
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Study on drivers and dynamics of agroforestry in Nepal
ForestAction conducted two studies on agroforestry and its potentiality in Nepal. One of the studies explored the dynamics and
drivers of agrarian economy in rural Nepal particularly during the last two decades. This is an attempt to understand the broader
socio‐economic and politico‐cultural transformation within which the agriculture, forestry and rural livelihoods operate. Analysis
of the broader contextual dynamics and drivers has helped understand the prospects and challenges of agroforestry
interventions mainly to address food security.
The second study identifies key institutions involved in community forestry and agroforestry systems in Nepal. It identifies
programmatic areas, geographical coverage, major activities and their performance in promoting agroforestry and community
forestry in Nepal. It discusses the emergence of agroforestry and community forestry institutions, their roles, and contributions
in different period of time. It also explores the insights on the potential of the institutions in terms of resources they brought in,
and added value on developing the agroforestry and community forestry systems, and their contribution to local livelihoods
promotion and food security in the mid hills of Nepal.

World Wide Views (WWViews) on biodiversity
Copenhagen, Denmark (March 28‐30, 2012)
WWViews on biodiversity is a global citizen participation project designed to provide policymakers with information about
citizens’ views on biodiversity issues. It is a project
towards the objectives of the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) initiated by the Danish
Ministry of the Environment to be co‐implemented by
countries (National partners) worldwide with coordination support from the Danish Board of Technology (DBT) and oversight
from the Secretariat of the CBD. ForestAction is the country partner for Nepal. In this line, three days training workshop was
organized by the DBT to participants from more than 25 countries at Copenhagen, Denmark from March 28‐30, 2012.
More on the training: http://www.forestaction.org/news/view/46

Climate Change and Rural Institutions (CCRI)
Climate Change and Rural Institution (CCRI) is a four‐year research
project (2012‐2016). In course of this research work, the project
team visited Dolakha district. Dolakha is one of the three project
districts (other two are: Lamjung and Rupandehi). This visit was
aimed to understand the organizational landscape at the meso‐
level and analysing socio‐economic context of the district in
relation to climate change adaptation. The project team
interviewed seven organizations namely; TUKI, DADO, DDC,
NEFIN, CPN UML FECOFUN and Chase Community Forestry for
this purpose. This collaborative project of ForestAction Nepal with
Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS) and South Asian
Institute for Advance Studies (SIAS) aims to improve adaptation to
climate change in rural areas through policy development that
stimulates innovation among meso‐level institutional actors.
Moreover, the research findings are expected to help understand the role of meso and local level institutions in climate change
adaptation in Nepal as well as globally. More on the project: http://forestaction.org/app/webroot/js/tinymce/editor/plugins/
filemanager/files/Climate%20Change%20and%20Rural%20Institutions.pdf
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Indigenous and Community Conserved Areas in Nepal
As part of democratising protected
area governance and diversifying
nature
conservation
modalities,
ForestAction is promoting indigenous
and community conserved areas
(ICCAs) in Nepal. ForestAction has
been involved in organising the local
communities practicing ICCA and
bringing the issues into public policy
agenda through research, publication
and
stakeholder
dialogue.
ForestAction organized a national
gathering of ICCA Network Nepal and
has been organizing a series of
community meetings and interactions.

The community level meetings on
ICCA were organized in Godavari
village (on 16th June) and Dhapakhel
village (on 17th June) of Lalitpur

district. In these meetings, context of
the origin of ICCA from global to
National and its relevance in Nepal’s
conservation context was shared.
Individuals interested in conservation,
including the concerned conservation
committee members participated in
the discussions. The discussions
focused on their conservation issues
and concerns and future actions for
the ICCA networking. The significance
of ICCA national federation was
another issue of discussion and an
agreement was reached to proceed
forward.
•••

Action Research  action learning interest group annual meeting
the University of Evera, Portugal during 3‐8 June, 2012. Dr
Paudel shared how participatory action research has been
adopted in linking research with policy dialogue in Nepal's
Forest Sector.

Dr. Naya Sharma Paudel from ForestAction participated and
contributed to the annual meeting of the ARALIG ‐ a network
of PhD researchers, academics and others with an interest in
Action Research in the context of Social Learning in Nature‐
Society Relations. This time the meeting was organised by

Apprenticeship course on transformative activism for sustainable agriculture
Food and sustainable agriculture initiative
within ForestAction conducted a series of
18 months long training course entitled
"An
apprenticeship
course
on
transformative activism for sustainable
agriculture". In the series of activities to
promote transformative activism for
sustainable development, a medium term
apprenticeship course on sustainable
agriculture, is designed on several broad
themes with individual inspirations at the
centre and focus on social responsibility.
For more details: http://www.fainitiative.
forestaction.org/webroot/js/tinymce/editor
/plugins/filemanager/files/Apprenticeship%
20course%20on%20Transformative%20activ
ism%20for%20Sustainable%20Agriculture.p
df
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Follow up visits to Bara and Rasuwa districts
The Food and Sustainable agriculture initiative team at ForestAction
visited Bara and Rasuwa district during March and April, 2012. This
visit was a follow up on the apprenticeship course that is being
provided to around 22 farmers from 13 districts of Nepal. The main
aim of this follow up is to observe the farmer's practices of
sustainable agriculture in their respective fields. Moreover, VDC level
discussion and interaction was also conducted in these two districts.
More on the visits:
http://www.fainitiative.forestaction.org/webroot/js/tinymce/editor/plug
ins/filemanager/files/Follow%20up%20visit%20to%20Bara%20and%20Ra
suwa%20districts.pdf

Exposure visit for community leaders and government officials from Cambodia
With an aim to share lessons on Community Based Natural Resource
Management (CBNRM), Non Timber Forest Product (NTFP) based
enterprise and biodiversity conservation and governance relationship
between the supply chain actors of Nepal, ForestAction in
collaboration with USAID Cambodia Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprise (MSME) project jointly organized a 6 days exposure visit
for Cambodian team to various districts ‐ Nawalparasi, Chitwan and
Makwanpur, Nepal.
More on the visit: http://www.forestaction.org/app/webroot/js/tinymce/
editor/plugins/filemanager/files/Cambodia%20study%20tour%20informatio
n.pdf

A comprehensive visit report has been published and is available at the following link: http://forestaction.org/app/webroot/js
/tinymce/editor/plugins/filemanager/files/Combodia%20Exchange% 20visit%20final%20report.pdf

Value chain analysis study of selected NTFPs
In collaboration with University of Minnesota and FECOFUN, ForestAction
is carrying out the value chain analysis (VCA) study of selected NTFPs in
Nepal. Three NTFPs viz hand made papers (Daphne species), Allo fiber
(Giardiana diversifoilia) and essential oil (wintergreen, Mentha and
Chamomile) are the main products whose VCA would be done under this
study. Similarly, this study will further recommend the possibility to link
the local community with the international market. Three districts viz
Dolakha, Baitadi and Sunsari are selected as the field visit sites for this
study. A team of 4 researchers‐3 from University of Minnesota and 1 from
ForestAction, have accomplished their field visit in Dolakha and Baitadi so
far. Visit to Sunsari district has been scheduled in the near future. A
comprehensive report on VCA will be produced as an output of the study.
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IFRI CRC Nepal
special focus on the research question to how social capital
influences community forest outcomes.

ForestAction hosts and coordinates the International
Forestry
Resources
and
Institutions
(IFRI)‐Nepal
Collaborative Research Center (CRC). IFRI‐Nepal has
collected data from more than 43 sites, and has completed
15 second revisits, and two third visits. In the coming
months, ForestAction will conduct field research with a

For more details: http://www.forestaction.org/news/view/47
Refer to the link for more details on IFRI:
http://sitemaker.umich.edu/ifri/Nepal

Participation in the exhibition at the International Conference of Mountain Countries on
Climate Change
organizations working on climate change and the
mountains. During the same event, ForestAction Nepal
participated in the exhibition where it displayed its
publications (Journals, discussion papers, policy briefs,
•••
booklets and catalogue).

Ministry of Environment, Government of Nepal, hosted an
International Conference of Mountain Countries on Climate
Change on 5‐6 April 2012. The conference was attended

by the Minister for Environment, experts, researchers
and
representatives
from
the
international

Publications in this quarter:
Hamro Ban Sampada
This special issue of Hamro Ban Sampada on
forest policy and good governance has
focused on forest policy formulation and
governance modality in Forestry sector of
Nepal. Though efforts have been laid on
decentralization of forest resources to
community, a strong sense of centralized
governance and resource management
persist among the government authorities.
Moreover, the community voices are unheard
and bureaucratic dominance has prevailed in
forestry sector. Under the premise of these
arguments, this special issue of Hamro Ban

includes eleven articles on various issues like
key issues on forest sector decentralization and
policy formulation, issues related to timber and
NTFPs, challenges on scientific management of
forest and gender issues in forestry sector.
Editors:
Dil Bahadur Khatri
Dipak BK
Harisharan Luintel
Naya Sharma Paudel
Link for articles:
http://forestaction.org/publications/view /114

Booklet on Sustainable Agriculture and Technology
"Digo krishika aadharbhut prabhidi", is a resource book published by ForestAction Nepal
which highlights the issues on promotion and development of sustainable agriculture. High
input agriculture practice is trend of today's world, in which Nepal is a part. Excessive
insecticides and pesticides oriented agricultural practices have caused detrimental effects
on human health, soil and environment. Therefore, farmers are looking for alternative to
high input agriculture, i.e. sustainable agriculture production.
Authors: Madhav Dhital, Dipankar Dahal, Sujata Tamang, Krishna P Paudel
For more information: http://www.forestaction.org/publications/view/116
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